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Chancellor, many people believe that our honorand

is the best connected woman in Britain. A recent article declared ‘At the heart 

of the British Establishment resides a wraithlike American blonde called 

Barbara Thomas Judge. Lady Judge, a lawyer, has more jobs than seem 

possible. Name a board and she is on it; find a charity and she will be 

associated with it.’ Her many roles have included: a partnership in a major US 

law firm; 
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One day I got called in by the bosses and they said, ‘Barbara we are 

going to fire you’ And I said ‘Why?’And they said, ‘Because you don’t 

look like a lawyer.’…. So I took my long blonde hair and put it up in the 

style you see today. And I took my short skirts and made them knee 

length. I basically think there is no second chance after the first 

impression. And when you walk into a room, you want to look 

professional. If you look like a professional, people will assure that you 

are. 

Chancellor, in Buckingham we like to think that we combine commitment to 

hard work with a feeling for tradition and culture. These qualities also inform 

the life of our honorand. I was especially pleased to learn of her links with the 

Wallace Collection – our partner in our Art History Courses led by our colleague 

Jeremy Howard. I was also struck by her appreciation of the subtle differences 

between England and America. When her son was at Eton, she offered to fund 

raise to provide computers. ‘Frankly I could have said, I will buy the computers 

but that is not the English way.’  


