


people to the town and later to the University of Buckingham. Len Evans 

continues that noble Cambrian tradition. He grew up in Cardigan and then 

studied Botany and Marine Biology at Bangor – where he obtained a PhD for 

his work on the cytogenetics of seaweeds. It is true that that Len does not 

sound Welsh but a few minutes in his company leaves no doubt as to his 

country of birth. He has a very Welsh sense of enthusiasm – and more than a 

hint of Welsh theatricality.  

There is, however, another geographical dimension to Len. He moved to Leeds 

where he led a large group studying the way marine organisms adhere to ships 

– and the development of technologies to prevent this. So there definitely a 

Yorkshire side to his personality – cautious, perhaps a little stubborn, 

meticulous and anxious that everything should be done by the book. Leeds 

clearly made a deep impression on Len. In discussions about University 

practices and policies, Len’s contributions usually contained the phrase, ‘Well, 

at Leeds, we … ‘ and as far as he was concerned that virtually settled the 

matter.   

Len came to Buckingham as Professor of Life Science



It was said of Mr Gladstone that he was ‘Oxford on top and Liverpool 

underneath. ‘ I think we could say of Len that he is ‘Leeds on top, Cardigan 

underneath but Buckingham through and through.’ Chancellor it gives me 

great pleasure to call upon you to confer upon Professor Len Evans the Degree 

of Doctor of the University Honoris Causa 

Professor John Clarke, MA, DPhil 
26 February 2011�

 


