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Chancellor, for most of human history, the poor were thin and the rich were 
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voluntary codes of practice and favours strong legislation of the kind that now 

exists in France and elsewhere. 

To be honest, I was not sure what to make of this. I wondered if Professor 

James might be some dreadful killjoy who wanted to use the power of the 

state to deprive people of the very real pleasures of eating. At Buckingham we 

are rather fond of our pleasures and highly suspicious of the state – after all we 
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us. Chancellor, I call upon to present Professor Philip James with the degree of 

Doctor of Science, honoris causa. 

 

Professor John Clarke, MA, DPhil 

16 March 2012 

 

 

 


