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Soviet army. Some international actors, especially the US, the UK and Saudi Arabia, encouraged
the growth of a Jihadi culture in Pakistan and promoted the militant organisations throughout the
country. The unifying agenda of those organisations was to defeat the Soviet forces in Afghanistan.
These state actors and other Gulf countries, supported the Afghan policy of Islamabad and supplied
the local militant groups with weapons, resources, training and political-moral support. Thus,
Pakistan became a fertile land for militant and Jihadi organisations and their so-called “Islamic Holy

war” against the foreign invaders.

The Soviet-Afghan war ended in February 1989, in the aftermath of which the international

community discontinued its covert cooperation with Jihadist organisations and completely changed
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Arab Emirates— recognized the government of the Afghan Taliban as legitimate. Pakistan, fully
supporting the Taliban government, provided diplomatic, logistic, and economic assistance while

Saudi Arabia and the UAE provided substantial financial support.

After the terrorist attacks of 9/11 in 2001, the US government and its allies launched a “War on
Terror” in Afghanistan and turned to Islamabad for support. The Pakistani government, led by
general Pervez Musharraf (1999 to 2008), decided to cooperate with Washington in its campaign
against Al-Qaida, which was responsible for 9/11, and against the Taliban regime in Afghanistan
that offered support and hosted the Al-Qaida training bases. Thus, Pakistan turned into a frontline
state, providing crucial logistical support to the US and NATO forces, and its airbases were made
available to the coalition forces for airstrikes against Afghanistan. General Musharraf justified his
decision to support the West in his book

| also analysed our national interest. First, India had already tried to step in by offering its bases

to the US. If we did not join the US, it would accept India’s offer. What would happen then? India

would gain a golden opportunity regarding Kashmir [sic]. Second, the security of our strategic

assets would be jeopardised. We did not want to lose or damage the military parity that we had
achieved with India by becoming a nuclear weapons state.10

In retaliation, religious terrorist organisations, such as Al-Qaida and other regional militant groups,
such as Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan and Lashkar-e-Jhangvi, embarked on a campaign of brutal
attacks against Pakistani forces, law enforcement personnel, civilians, infrastructure and, especially,
foreign installations. According to the South Asia Terrorism Portal (SATP), from 9/11 2001 until 2017
Pakistan suffered more than 60.000 deaths and lost billions of dollars due to economic and
infrastructure damages.!" The Pakistani government tried to bring the country back to normality, and
its security and military forces have carried out multiple operations against terrorist groups, such as
the Swat Operation in 2009,'2 Operation Zarb-e-Azb in 2014," and Operation Radd-ul-Fasaad in
2017," that eventually forced TTP and other affiliated armed groups operating in Pakistan to seek

refuge in Afghanistan.

Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan is a terrorist organisation, which was founded in 2007 in the former

Federal Administrative Tribal Areas (FATA) of Pakistan that are presently part of the Khyber

10 In the Line of Fire: A Memoir ( ) U
)

12 The Guardian
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militants of TTP and their affiliated armed groups, and organised massive rallies in Swat and in

South Waziristan’s Wana against the Pakistani government.

On 28 November 2022, the Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) announced that the ceasefire with the
government of Pakistan ended and issued a statement advising its armed groups that the “military
operations are ongoing against mujahideen in different areas, so it is imperative for you to carry out

attacks wherever you can in the entire country”.

Since the Afghan Taliban regained control of Kabul, Pakistan adopted a flexible and defensive
security policy against TTP and relied on the Afghan Taliban to neutralize the anti-Pakistan militant
elements operating from Afghanistan. However, this policy has not succeeded in achieving its
objectives so far. Therefore, Islamabad needs to adopt a drastic shift in its security policy to deter
the TTP threat more effectively. It must be noted that, on 28 May 2014, president Barak Obama
announced a policy shift in US counter-terrorism strategy, explaining that the US would be “working

more effectively where terrorist networks seek a foothold”.

Pakistan's intelligence agency, Inter-Service Intelligence (I1SI), played an influential role in the Soviet-
Afghan war (1979-1988) and the post-9/11 “War on Terror” in Afghanistan. Furthermore, its powerful
military establishment launched several operations against militant organisations acting on its own
soil. The Pakistani armed forces claimed that Operation Zarb-e-Azab was the most successful and
succeeded in reducing the violence in the country. However, in the last several years, especially
since 2017, Pakistan's military establishment and its intelligence agency ISI have diverted their focus
from internal and external threats to internal politics. Islamabad has been unsuccessful in its effort
to implement its security objectives against terrorism and armed groups, creating the opportunity for
TTP and its affiliated groups to re-emerge, that presents a severe threat to the security, stability and

economy of Pakistan.

Even though numerous attacks on Pakistani forces and civilians in border areas were carried out by
TTP, Islamic State—Khorasan (1S-K) and Afghan forces are also perpetrators. On 11 December

2022, Afghan security forces were attacked with heavy weapons at the Chaman crossing, in a border
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dispute regarding Pakistan’s Baluchistan province and Afghanistan’s Kandahar province; eight
Pakistani civilians were killed and 17 were injured. Some sources claimed that TTP fighters were
involved with the Afghan security forces during this attack. The Pakistani prime minister’'s response
was tactful and diplomatic: “Unprovoked shelling and fire by Afghan border forces at Chaman,

resulting in martyrdom of several Pakistani citizens and injuring more than a dozen is unfortunate
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organisations, such as TTP, IS-K and other affiliated groups, is a workable option. However, it is
impossible without safeguarding the country's political and economic stability. Furthermore, all
stakeholders, including the civil government, political parties, the military establishment, and the
intelligence and law enforcement agencies, should be on the same page and work together in line
with a coordinated agenda: to prohibit, at any cost, the re-emergence or re-organisation of any

terrorist organisation in Pakistan.
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The Global Security and Intelligence Note (GSIN) series, published by BUCSIS, aims at encouraging critical
analysis of contemporary security and intelligence affairs and at contributing to the wider dialogue, among
scholars, government officials, experts and other professionals, with a view towards advancing cutting edge
policy recommendations to the most ambiguous global security and intelligence challenges. It envisages the
publication of original, unpublished, papers, by established scholars as well as emerging researchers, on a

BUCSIS 14 A ¢ A ¢ AA [13]



